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November 15, 1993

93 - 325
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
EIU NAMES ACTING ATHLETIC DIRECTOR

CHARLESTON, ILL- - John M. Craft has been named acting athletic director at Eastern Illinois University.
Craft, who begins his new duties Dec. 1, was appointed to
the position by President David L . Jorns.

Craft joined Eastern's

staff in 1970 and is currently an associate professor in the
department of physical education.

In addition, in 1978 he

accepted the position of women's track and cross country head
coach.
Jorns said, " After consulting with the athletic department,
and on unanimous recommendation of the president's council, I
have asked John Craft to assume the position of actin g ath l etic
director.

He has been a major player in Eastern's athletic

program for 28 years.

He is a well respected member of the

faculty, a winning coach and a capable administrator .

I feel

certain he will bring stability and leadership to Eastern's
athletics during this transition period . "
As acting athletic director, Craft will oversee all activi ties in the athletic department.

These include insuring compli-

ance with the NCAA rules and regulations, arranging athletic
schedules and reviewing recruiting activities.
When informed of t he decision , Craft said , " I am very
-more'

'

-
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ACTING ATHLETIC DIRECTOR

ADD 1/1/1/1
pleased to serve EIU in this capacity .

Eastern is my alma mater

and has been my home since my days as a student.

It is an

emotional experience for me to be asked to serve the university
in this capacity.

I plan to do my very best to insure Eastern's

athletic programs continue to move forward."
craft received a bachelor's degree in 1969 and master's
degree in 1974, both in physical education, from Eastern Illinois
University.
In 1972, he won the

u.s.

Olympic Trials for the triple-jump,

and subsequently, went on to place fifth in the 1972 Olympic
games in Munich, West Germany.

He was inducted into the National

Association of Intercollegiate Athletics (N.A.I.A.) Helms Hall of
Fame in 1974 and into Eastern Illinois University's Hall of Fame
in 1982 for his accomplishments as an athlete.
Jorns has appointed Charles Colbert, vice president for
business affairs, as the chairperson of the search committee for
the permanent athletic director.

It is anticipated that the

search will be completed before the close of the Spring 1994
semester .
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